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There, in the early spring, the young ones,
usually two in number, are born. Each bear
family usually keeps pretty well to itself,
instead of hunting in packs as the wolves do.
Bears will eat nearly all kinds of food. They
are fond of fruits, berries, herbs, roots, eggs,
ants and honey. They capture and devour
small animals in the woods and often raid
human settlements in search of young pigs,
calves, colts and sheep. Almost all bears eat
fish and reptiles, and some species live al-
most entirely on fish.

Kinds of Bears.    The   species   are   not
numerous,   and   the   family   likeness   is   so

tudes. The color ranges from gray to
reddish-brown, those of the latter color being
known as cinnamon bears, of the former, as
silver-tips. Some weigh one thousand
pounds. Formerly they were the enemies
of the buffalo and deer, and now they some-
times prey upon cattle and horses of west-
ern ranches. Unlike other bears, they do not
hibernate long, and they hunt for food by
day and night. The Kadiak bear is so called
from its home on Kadiak Island, Alaska,
where it was discovered in 1895. The largest
known specimen of bear was a Kadiak
weighing two thousand pounds, but the
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GRIZZLY BEAR

marked in all that many of the members
are difficult to distinguish from one another.
The polar bear or ice "bear of the Arctic
region is decidedly different from all the
others. It is exceptionally large, some speci-
mens being nine feet or more in length. The
color is a creamy white, except the claws,
which are black. The head is long and
pointed, the limbs slender and the feet large,
and hairy on the soles. The black bear is
the most widespread variety, being still
found in all the great forest regions north
of Mexico. It is not dangerous unless
wounded or enraged. The Florida and the
Louisiana bears closely resemble the black
bear. The barren-ground bear, a large
brownish-white species, lives on the brushy
plains northwest of Hudson Bay.

The grizzly bear of the mountains of West-
ern North America is one of the largest and
most savage of the family. Though not
quarrelsome, it is easily enraged, and then
fights with terrific energy. It formerly was
found from the Black Hills of Dakota west-
ward, and from Mexico to Northern Alaska,
but has been driven by the advance of civ-
ilization to remote mountain and forest soli-
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Kadiaks are, however, usually smaller than
the grizzlies. The color varies from a yellow-
ish to a dark brown.
Of the bears of the Old World, the best
known species is the brown bear of Northern
Europe and Asia. This is the bear most
often seen in menageries, as it can be easily
tamed and taught to dance and perform
various tricks. Other Old World bears are
the Himalayan and Japanese black bears,
the black sun-bear of the Malayan Penin-
sula and neighboring islands, and the sloth*
bear or honey-bear of India and Ceylon.
The pelt of bears is mueh valued for furs,
overcoats and rugs, and is becoming very
expensive, owing to its rarity. The flesh
is used for food in some parts of the world,
and the fat and claws are valuable.
BEAR, GBEAO?, the group of stars called
"Ursa Major or Great Bear by the ancient
Greeks. The seven bright stars of the con-
stellation form a clipper-shaped figure, from
which it takes, in the United States and else-
where, the common name Big Dipp&r* The
two stars which form the front of the dipper
are called the pointers, because a line drawn
from the Bottom star through the top one